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(iii) The need to maximize environ-
mental benefits per dollar expended;

(iv) The capability of the partners in-
volved in the proposal to provide flexi-
ble technical, educational, and finan-
cial assistance;

(v) The conservation needs of farmers
and ranchers in complying with the
highly erodible land and wetland con-
servation provisions of part 12 of this
title and Federal, State, and tribal en-
vironmental laws;

(vi) The opportunity for encouraging
environmental enhancement;

(vii) The anticipated or proven per-
formance of the partners involved in
the proposal in delivering the program;
and

(viii) Other relevant information to
meet the purposes of the program as
found in this part.

(2) In evaluating the considerations
described in paragraph (i)(1) of this sec-
tion, the Chief may consult other Fed-
eral agencies with the appropriate ex-
pertise and information.

(3) The approval of a priority area at
the State level does not necessarily
mean that funds will be allocated to
that area. Funding may be allocated to
a priority area for one or more years.
Proposals that are not funded may be
resubmitted to the Chief for subse-
quent review and consideration to de-
termine if the resubmitted proposal
meets Federal priorities for funding.

§ 1466.6 Conservation plan.
(a) The participant shall develop and

submit a conservation plan for the
farm or ranch unit of concern that,
when implemented, protects the soil,
water, or related natural resources in a
manner that meets the purpose of the
program, is acceptable to NRCS, and is
approved by the conservation district.
This plan forms the basis for an EQIP
contract.

(1) When considering the accept-
ability of the plan, NRCS will consider
whether the participant will use the
most cost-effective conservation prac-
tices to solve the natural resource con-
cerns and maximize environmental
benefits per dollar expended.

(2) As determined by NRCS, the con-
servation plan must allow the partici-
pant to achieve a cost-effective re-
source management system, or some

appropriate portion of that system,
identified in the applicable NRCS field
office technical guide, for the priority
natural resource condition of concern
in the priority area or the significant
statewide natural resource concern
outside a funded priority area.

(b) Upon a participant’s request, the
NRCS may provide technical assistance
to a participant. NRCS may utilize the
services of qualified personnel of co-
operating Federal, State, or local agen-
cies, Indian tribes, or private agri-
business sector or organizations, in
performing its responsibilities for tech-
nical assistance. Participants may use
the services of qualified non-NRCS pro-
fessionals to provide technical assist-
ance. NRCS retains approval authority
over the technical adequacy of work
done by non-NRCS personnel for the
purpose of determining EQIP contract
compliance.

(c) Participants are responsible for
implementing the conservation plan. A
participant may seek additional assist-
ance from other public or private orga-
nizations or private agribusiness sector
as long as the activities funded are in
compliance with this part.

(d) All conservation practices sched-
uled in the conservation plan are to be
carried out in accordance with the ap-
plicable NRCS field office technical
guide.

(e) The conservation plan, or sup-
porting documentation, for the farm or
ranch unit of concern shall include:

(1) A description of the prevailing
farm or ranch enterprises and oper-
ations that may be relevant to con-
serving and enhancing soil, water, or
related natural resources;

(2) A description of relevant natural
resources, including soil types and
characteristics, rangeland types and
conditions, proximity to water bodies,
wildlife habitat, or other relevant char-
acteristics related to the conservation
and environmental objectives of the
plan;

(3) A description of the participant’s
specific conservation and environ-
mental objectives to be achieved;

(4) To the extent practicable, the
quantitative or qualitative goals for
achieving the participant’s conserva-
tion and environmental objectives;
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(5) A description of one or more con-
servation practices in the conservation
management system to be imple-
mented to achieve the conservation
and environmental objectives;

(6) A description of the schedule for
implementing the conservation prac-
tices, including timing and sequence;
and

(7) Information that will enable eval-
uation of the effectiveness of the plan
in achieving the conservation and envi-
ronmental objectives.

(f) To simplify the conservation plan-
ning process for the participant, the
conservation plan may be developed, at
the request of the participant, as a sin-
gle plan that incorporates, to the ex-
tent possible, any or all other Federal,
State, tribal, or local government pro-
gram or regulatory requirements. Par-
ticipants do not need to replace exist-
ing plans developed by natural resource
professionals if such plans meet the re-
source management objectives under
this part. NRCS may accept an existing
conservation plan developed and re-
quired for participation in any other
USDA program if the conservation plan
otherwise meets the requirements of
this part. When a participant develops
a single conservation plan for more
than one program, the participant
shall clearly identify the portions of
the plan that are applicable to the
EQIP contract. It is the responsibility
of the participant to ascertain and
comply with any and all applicable pro-
gram or regulatory requirements, and
the NRCS development or approval of a
conservation plan shall not be deemed
to constitute compliance with program
or regulatory requirements adminis-
tered or enforced by another agency.

§ 1466.7 Conservation practices.

(a)(1) The NRCS, with FSA consulta-
tion, shall provide guidance for deter-
mining structural, vegetative, and land
management practices eligible for pro-
gram payments. To be considered as an
eligible conservation practice, the
practices must provide beneficial, cost-
effective approaches for participants to
change or adapt operations to conserve
or improve soil, water, or related nat-
ural resources or to provide for envi-
ronmental enhancement.

(2) The designated conservationist, in
consultation with the State technical
committee or local work group, shall
determine the conservation practices
eligible for program payments for the
priority area or for significant state-
wide natural resource concerns outside
a priority area.

(3) Where new technologies or con-
servation practices that provide a high
potential for maximizing the environ-
mental benefits per dollar expended
have been developed, NRCS may ap-
prove interim conservation practice
standards and financial assistance for
pilot work to evaluate and assess the
performance, efficacy, and effective-
ness of the technology or conservation
practices at maximizing environmental
benefits per dollars expended. NRCS
may involve other entities in the pilot
testing, including conservation dis-
tricts, extension and research agencies
and institutions, private agribusiness
sector, and others.

(b)(1) CCC cannot provide cost-share
assistance to construct an animal
waste management facility on a large
confined livestock operation. CCC may
fund other structural, vegetative, or
land management practices needed in
the conservation management system
to address the livestock-related nat-
ural resource concerns on a large con-
fined livestock operation. Except as
provided by paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, CCC will consider a producer with
confined livestock operations of more
than 1,000 animal unit equivalents to
be a large confined livestock operation
and ineligible for financial assistance
for construction of an animal waste
management facility. When deter-
mining the number of livestock in the
participant’s operation for eligibility
purposes, the total number of animals
confined at all locations of the partici-
pant’s livestock operation will be used.

(2) The NRCS State conservationist
may develop a definition for a large
confined livestock operation as it ap-
plies to that particular State using cri-
teria recommended by the State tech-
nical committee. The criteria will con-
sider but not be limited to such factors
as:
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